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conceive that I was obliged to declare myself to anybody else; but if his Majesty did think fit to say anything further to me, when I waited upon him—which I intended speedily—I should consult both my loyalty and conscience to give him what satisfaction I could. The judge told me he would return what I said ; seemed not very forward to advise compliance, but was merely passive. This was the best reply I thought at that time, for had it been affirmative, it was not safe, as the bent of the nation stood, to declare one's mind to a third person; had it been negative it had disobliged the King perfectly ; when, if the Parliament should not meet (as it was not likely by the general opposition this found), the matter might probably never come in question. However it is most safe to deliver one's own mind in such cases one's self to a prince, and avoid if possible either the treachery, prejudice, or ignorance of such as report.
We now heard that Captain Fairfax, eldest son to my Lord   Fairfax,   had his commission taken  from  him ; Colonel Herbert the same, Vice-Admiral of England and Master of the llobcs, who enjoyed in places at that time three thousand pounds per annum.     My lord president had the wardrobe taken away, refusing, as the rest did, to comply.     The King having used all the means, both of threats and persuasions, to bring the Parliament men to comply in taking away the Test Act and penal laws, and all to no purpose, thought it not safe to call the Parliament   as it was appointed;  and therefore  declared in council upon the 18th of March that for weighty con-' si derations the Parliament should be prorogued till the kJ2nd of November following.     His Majesty declared at the same time that uniformity in religion had not been able to be effected by the endeavours of four of his predecessors succeeding one another, assisted by their Parliaments, but that it had rather proved prejudicial to the kingdom  (as was lately experienced, by the rebellion in
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